
Hubbard County Coalition of Lake Associations
Spring 2020 Update / Newsletter

• 30 Lake Associations Representing 42 Lakes & over 2500 members
• 501(c)3 formed in 1988 – celebrated 30 year anniversary in 2018
• Our HC COLA Mission is to:

Protect & Enhance the Quality of our Lakes & Rivers,   Preserve the Economic, Recreational & Natural 
Environmental Values of our Shorelands & Promote the Responsible use of our Waters & Related 
Habitats. 

• 23rd year of water quality monitoring - RMB Environmental Labs 
• 11th year of watercraft inspection education at the public accesses
• Several Years of educating during the County Fair in Environmental Educ Bldg
• 5th year of “Eyes on the Water” surveying program for zebra mussels/AIS engaging 

lakeshore residents
• 3rd year of collaboration in ACTION Park Rapids Lakes Area
• 2nd year HC COLA Charitable Fund Grant RFP - NW MN Foundation
• HC COLA Serving on Advisory Team for One Watershed One Plans
• HC COLA Meetings providing Educational Speakers are open to the public
• Website:  www.HubbardCOLAmn.org & on Facebook, on Park Rapids Downtown 

Business Assoc website webcam areas with AIS messaging, Park Rapids Lakes Area 
Chamber of Commerce website, Discovery Guide, and PR Enterprise Residents Guide

• We appreciate all of our partners in helping live our mission!   Thank you! 

http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/


HC COLA Co-Sponsors Billboards & Movie Theater Ads partnering with Hubbard 
County Environmental Services on AIS Prevention Messaging and More.   Local 
Radio Public Services Announcements help with education also!

Partnered with Hubbard County in 
2019 on this Billboard →

Billboard on Hwy 34 E near 
Akeley in 2018

May – Sept 2020 
on Hwy 71 → Movie Theater Ad March –

Aug 2020: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=roeCR_5dNOg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roeCR_5dNOg


HC COLA Column in Park Rapids Enterprise (approx. 4 per year)



HC COLA Meetings – examples from 2019 – Featured Educational Speakers - Open to the Public & 
Advertised in the Northwoods Press & Park Rapids Enterprise.  Held at the Northwoods Bank Community 
Room. Presentations on HC COLA website! http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/meeting-schedule.html

HC COLA Mtg March 26, 2020 cancelled due to COVID-19.  We will hold a Conference Call 
“Open House” for our downsized HC COLA Meeting on April 30, 2020 between 6 to 7 PM for 
HC COLA Reps to call with questions / suggestions;  details will be shared as it gets closer.

http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/meeting-schedule.html


Park Rapids Lakes Area Fishing Expo – Friday April 12, 2019 – HC COLA co-sponsored with MN 
DNR, Riverside United Methodist Church with Pastor Chip, and Hubbard County Environmental 
Services. Regional Fishing Guides provided fishing techniques, panel discussion and tips on AIS 
Prevention – All Free of Charge!!  Attended by 230 on Snowy Evening!



Fun Pictures from the Variety of HC COLA Educational Activities – girls scouts created 240 zebra 
mussel settlement samplers, 4-H buffer planting, eagle scout project, Kelliher senior coached 

using 3-D Printer models of Spiny Waterfleas created by their high school team



Fun Pictures from the variety of HC COLA Activities

Club 309, Century School: 5th Grader Girls & Boys – Learning 
about aquatic vegetation identification from HC COLA 
education team member while awaiting their turn on the 
“Let’s Go Fishing” pontoon on Fish Hook at Heartland Park

With Input from our Otter Tail partners, HC COLA is adapting 
their successful High School Science Teacher’s AIS Toolkit and 
reaching out to Hubbard County Schools for 2020 and beyond:  
https://www.rmbel.info/consulting/ais/hubbard-ais-education/

https://www.rmbel.info/consulting/ais/hubbard-ais-education/


Century Adventures with K thru 4th Grade - Preventing Water Pollution by 
Recycling and Cleaning Plastic Bottles from Storm Drains – Expedition to 
Depot Park & DNR Fisheries Patio on Fish Hook River at Storm Drain Outlet



Water Quality Monitoring – Charlies Boats and Marine has partnered since 
the beginning in 1997 with HC COLA volunteers for cooler staging for 

delivery/to from RMB Environmental Laboratories in Detroit Lakes
Details for our HC COLA 2020 Water Quality Monitoring Program are here:  

http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/uploads/3/4/5/6/34563649/cr_2020_02_27.pdf

http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/uploads/3/4/5/6/34563649/cr_2020_02_27.pdf


Hubbard County Loon Count For 2019 on 27 Lakes - - During the 2019 Hiatus of the 
MN DNR Loon Watch Survey for Hubbard County, HC COLA lead the count using DNR 

protocol.  The MN DNR Loon Watcher Survey is State-wide for 2020.



Total Watercraft Inspection / Educ Opportunities 2009-2019 145,194
Aided in Part By Lake Associations Contributing $624,171  2009-2019 –

Note for 2020:  Lake Associations, Cities and Townships 
contributed $146,434 supplemental funding for watercraft 
inspections / education



Community-Based Social Marketing & Awareness Educ – Reaching out to Lakeshore Owners, 
Friends, Family and Your Guests!  Introduced at Fishing Expo, Displayed at Walker for HC COLA 
Showcase & subject of MPR Interview & Avail at HC COLA Fair Booth and at Lake Association 
Annual Meetings, Chamber and Kiosks. 
Inspired the 2020 Ad in Chamber of Commerce Discovery Guide and PR Enterprise Resident Guide.



Eyes on the Water – Survey
Goal:  Ring Around Each Lake



You’re Invited! * Planting Demonstrations and Hands-On Planting 
Opportunities of Trees, Bushes & Plants – Open House Style – Come 
and Go on Sat, May 2, 2020 between 2 PM to 4 PM at the South Public 
Access of Long Lake, in Hubbard, MN off Hwy 87.  Rain or Shine. Tools 
provided. Bring Your Own Gloves. Observe, Learn, Practice, & then 
Apply Your New Skillset on Your Own Yard when You Get Home!

*Social Distancing Will Be Practiced in this Outdoor Environment!

• The Long Lake Area Association website explains the South Access Project 

http://www.longlakeliving.org/2019/11/plan-for-replanting-at-south-access.html . Directions to 

Long Lake South access:  https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/water_access/site.html?id=WAS02396

• Peter Pierson’s “Restoration” story for HC COLA “Voices on the Water” on 

the changing shoreline at the family cabin will entertain & provide ideas!   
http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/uploads/3/4/5/6/34563649/cola-pierson_piece_1-restoration.pdf

• HC COLA Website has great resources for planning resilient yard projects 

to “Restore the Shore” and planting for “Pollinators” also.
http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/more-resources.html

http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/score--restore-your-shore.html

http://www.longlakeliving.org/2019/11/plan-for-replanting-at-south-access.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/water_access/site.html?id=WAS02396
http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/uploads/3/4/5/6/34563649/cola-pierson_piece_1-restoration.pdf
http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/more-resources.html
http://www.hubbardcolamn.org/score--restore-your-shore.html


HC COLA 2020 and Beyond ….

HC COLA’s mission enhances, promotes and 
protects the interests of lakeshore property owners, 
lake associations, local government, the general 
public and future generations.

Thank you for partnering with us!  

Please let us know if you have ideas to share with 
us too!  Our Lakes & Rivers are an important asset!


