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Video • https://youtu.be/Zwa4mSuK5m8 

https://youtu.be/Zwa4mSuK5m8


Mississippi 
Headwaters Lakes

• The Walleye Capital of 
the World

• Minnesota’s 10 largest 
lakes account for 
about 40 percent of 
the annual statewide 
walleye harvest and 
make a significant 
contribution to the 
$2.4 billion spent each 
year on fishing in 
Minnesota. 

• Countless resorts and 
hotels

• Best catch rate of 
walleyes in region

• Major winter recreation 
center



Winter Ice Fishing Has 
Changed - Amenities



Winter Ice Fishing Has Changed - Pressure



Upper Red 
Lake  

● Dramatic increase of number of 
hours spent on the ice



Change in 
Recreation

• The increase in popularity of 
ice fishing has grown quickly 
with technology, equipment, & 
wheelhouses

• Staying on the ice for extended 
periods of time comfortably

• With the increased activity 
comes more pressure on the 
natural resources, including an 
increase in the amount of 
garbage and waste left on 
lakes



Winter Ice Fishing Has Changed – Ice Roads



Lake of the 
Woods  and 
Upper Red 

Lake

• 10,000 people on the ice during 
busy times (4,000 fish houses 
with 2.5 occupancy)

• Lake of the Woods County has a 
population of 4,000

• Upper Red Lake had 50,000 
sleeper-trips during which they 
expended 1.6 million angler 
hours

• Washkish and Kelliher have 
combined population of 300 
people



Unintended 
Consequences



Unintended 
Consequences



With Change Comes Challenges – 
 And the Keep It Clean Program!



Established 
in 2012 

After a 
Local
Water Plan 
Meeting

Program Committee Participants:

• Lake of the Woods (LOW) County

• LOW SWCD

• Roseau County SWCD

• LOW Tourism Bureau

• DNR Fisheries

• DNR Enforcement

• Friends of Zippel Bay State Park



Mission
• Keep It Clean was created to 

protect, maintain and promote 
cleanliness for the beautiful 
landscape, water resources and 
shorelines of Lake of the Woods 
as a special place for everyone to 
visit and enjoy.



U of Minnesota Partnerships 

Reports



Statewide 
Effort



Consistent 
Messaging 
- Logo



Consistent Messaging - Websites





5 Actions



Efforts

• Education

• Projects
• Dumpster Program

• Reports / Studies

• RV Winter Dump Stations

• Shoreline Cleanups



EDUCATION











Ice Road 
Passes



Digital 
Marketing 

2021 Results

• 281,366 Impressions

• 343 Clicks 

• 0.12% Click through rate
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