September 2016 Pipeline Update

By: Jeff Mosner (Friends of the Headwaters)
A number of new developments have occurred since May when I provided my last report related to the Sandpiper and Line 3 Replacement Pipeline corridor proposed to cross Minnesota's northern lake country through Hubbard County on to Lake Superior. These are outlined below:
Department of Justice (DOJ) Proposed Consent Decree (related development)
In June, the DOJ finally proposed a decree that would penalize Enbridge for its 2010 oil spill in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Read about this massive oil spill that closed a 35-mile stretch of river for a long period of time here. While penalizing Enbridge a relatively small amount, they used this consent decree to attempt to coerce the MN PUC to hurry its decision on Enbridge's permit application for its Line3 “replacement”. Note, this is not really a proposed replacement of this existing pipeline which currently follows along US Hwy 2 through Bemidji, Grand Rapids and onto Superior. Their proposed plan is to lay this pipeline in the same corridor as Sandpiper. Also note that this pipeline is twice as large as Sandpiper (760,000 barrels of oil/day). And this oil is not fracked oil from North Dakota, but rather tar sand oil from Alberta, the same oil that was spilled in the above mentioned Michigan spill which proves nearly impossible to clean up because it sinks in water. An article by the National Academy of Sciences describes the catastrophic results when tar sand oil spills into a water environment – click here. Clearly the DOJ has no business pressuring MN's pipeline regulatory processes. Read FOH's comment to our PUC here. 
Oh yea, in case you have not heard the really big news Enbridge decided it did not really need the Sandpiper pipeline after all so it officially withdrew its application for Sandpiper. It seems there is plenty of takeaway oil capacity from the Bakken with existing pipelines along with the new Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) which they are buying a portion of along with their main shipper Marathon Oil. (Yes, this is the pipeline that the Native tribes are currently protesting.) You can read a short press release FOH issued following this announcement here.
While this is of course good news (although they said they might come back with it after 5 years) they still want to go ahead with their Line3 “rebuild”, which is even worse than Sandpiper (bigger and riskier in our water-rich environment). We at FOH are not against these pipelines, as long as they do not jeopardize our vulnerable lakes, rivers, wetlands and water aquifers. As with Sandpiper, we will be advancing alternative routes to be considered in the EIS process.
Scoping for Line3 Environmental Impact Study (EIS)
The PUC has just came out with their “Proposed Final Scoping Decision” for the EIS on Line3. I have not read these yet but will plan to provide a summary of this next month. You can access these documents directly (there are many) on the PUC site here – search for Docket 14 – 916. All documents dated 9/22/2016 are the relevant ones.
I encourage you to visit FOH's website at http://friendsoftheheadwaters.org/index.html to learn more about what we are advocating, donate to our cause, retrieve the latest news, view events, read what local “voices” are saying as well as see what actions you can take to become a part of this effort. Also be sure to “like” FOH's Facebook site at https://www.facebook.com/savemississippiheadwaters to get the latest breaking reports. 
All of us at FOH thank you for your help and support!
Here's a local map that shows the route of Line3 through our Hubbard County lakes and rivers...
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